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The ballad is one of the oldest poetic forms in English. There are so many different types of ballad that giving one strict definition to fit all the variations would be nearly impossible. The simplest way to think of a ballad is as a song or poem that tells a story and has a bouncy rhythm and rhyme scheme. 
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Below, we introduce and discuss eight of the finest examples of the ballad in poetry. 1. Anonymous, ‘ The Unquiet Grave ’. ‘I’ll do as much for my true-love. As any young man may; I’ll sit and mourn all at her grave. For a twelvemonth and a day.’. 
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What is a ballad in literature? 



	The ballad is at the intersection of poetry and song, from traditional folk ballads crystallizing out of the mists of ancient oral traditions to modern literary ballads in which poets use the old narrative forms to retell traditional legends or to tell stories of their own.
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What is an example of a ballad form? 



	The earliest example of a ballad form in England is ‘ Judas’ which is included in a 13th-century manuscript. It tells the story of Christ giving Judas 30 pieces of silver to buy food for the apostles. But, when Judas is on his way to the market, he is intercepted by his sister who steals his money.
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Why is a lyrical ballad considered a literary form? 



	Since writers used lyrical ballads to tell their own stories rather than the stories and myths of a broader culture (and because lyrical ballads were written rather than sung), the lyrical ballad was considered to be a more literary form than the traditional ballad.
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Do poets still write ballads? 



	Contemporary poets still write poems that could be considered ballads, though traditional form and meter have fallen somewhat out of vogue. Still common are narrative songs—both in literary magazines and on the radio—that use rhyme , rhythm, and repetition to tell stories with universal appeal.
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Examples of Ballads in Literature. As a literary device and form of narrative verse, balladry represents a melodious form of storytelling. Therefore, the ballad has greatly impacted poetry and poets across time. Here are some examples of ballads in literature and the lasting value of these works. 
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May 9, 2019 ·  Updated on May 09, 2019. The ballad is at the intersection of poetry and song, from traditional folk ballads crystallizing out of the mists of ancient oral traditions to modern literary ballads in which poets use the old narrative forms to retell traditional legends or to tell stories of their own. The Evolution of Balladry. 
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The earliest example of a ballad form in England is ‘Judas’ which is included in a 13th-century manuscript. It tells the story of Christ giving Judas 30 pieces of silver to buy food for the apostles. But, when Judas is on his way to the market, he is intercepted by his sister who steals his money. 
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Ballad (BAH-lihd) poetry is a type of narrative poetry that is written to be sung. It’s a story that can be set to music, so some sort of rhythm or musicality is required. These are the only two absolute qualifications. Common Qualities of a Ballad. Point of View. 
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Quiz. I. What is a Ballad? A ballad is a poem that tells a story, usually (but not always) in four-line stanzas called quatrains. The ballad form is enormously diverse, and poems in this form may have any one of hundreds of different rhyme schemes and meters. 
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