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As a literary device, a ballad is a narrative poem, typically consisting of a series of four-line stanzas. Ballads were originally sung or recited as an oral tradition among rural societies and were often anonymous retellings of local legends and stories by wandering minstrels in the Middle Ages. These traditional or “folk” ballads are ... 
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A ballad is a type of poem that tells a story and was traditionally set to music. English language ballads are typically composed of four-line stanzas that follow an ABCB rhyme scheme. The ballad is one of the oldest poetic forms in English. There are so many different types of ballad that giving one strict definition to fit all the variations ... 



	People also ask
 

What is a ballad poem? 



	Here’s a quick and simple definition: A ballad is a type of poem that tells a story and was traditionally set to music. English language ballads are typically composed of four-line stanzas that follow an ABCB rhyme scheme. The ballad is one of the oldest poetic forms in English.
 


Ballad - Definition and Examples | LitCharts
 www.litcharts.com/literary-devices-and-terms/ballad

See all results for this question
 




What makes a ballad a story? 



	Narrative is one of the most important features of a ballad. Scholars believe that the narrative poem and song originated from Germanic traditions of storytelling such as that seen in ‘ Beowulf’. The earliest example of a ballad form in England is ‘ Judas’ which is included in a 13th-century manuscript.
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Why is a ballad important in literature? 



	As a literary device and form of narrative verse, balladry represents a melodious form of storytelling. Therefore, the ballad has greatly impacted poetry and poets across time. Here are some examples of ballads in literature and the lasting value of these works.
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How many stanzas are in a ballad? 



	English language ballads are typically composed of four-line stanzas that follow an ABCB rhyme scheme. The ballad is one of the oldest poetic forms in English. There are so many different types of ballad that giving one strict definition to fit all the variations would be nearly impossible.
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Below, we introduce and discuss eight of the finest examples of the ballad in poetry. 1. Anonymous, ‘ The Unquiet Grave ’. For a twelvemonth and a day.’. This is part-ballad, part ghost story, as we find a dead woman speaking from beyond the grave, telling her bereft lover to stop pining for her. 
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Sep 28, 2023 ·  A ballad is a form of narrative verse that can be either poetic or musical. As a literary device, it typically consists of a series of four-line stanzas. Ballads were originally part of an oral tradition in rural societies and were often anonymous retellings of local legends and stories by wandering minstrels during the Middle Ages. 
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A ballad is a kind of verse, sometimes narrative in nature, often set to music and developed from 14th and 15th-century minstrelsy. E.g. The ballad echoed through the ancient halls, telling a tale of love and loss with haunting melodies and lyrics that transported listeners to a bygone era. Related terms: Quatrain, refrain, elegy, folk song. 
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Examples of Ballads in Literature. 1. Muriel Rukeyser, “The Ballad of Orange and Grape”. Activist Muriel Rukeyser wrote this poem about how the inequalities in urban areas can seem senseless to the point of randomness: Most of the windows are boarded up, the rats run out of a sack –. sticking out of the crummy garage. 
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Here’s a quick and simple definition: A ballade is a form of lyric poetry that originated in medieval France. Ballades follow a strict rhyme scheme ("ababbcbc"), and typically have three eight-line stanzas followed by a shorter four-line stanza called an envoi. The last line of each stanza—the refrain —is always the same. 
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