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The ballad is one of the oldest poetic forms in English. There are so many different types of ballad that giving one strict definition to fit all the variations would be nearly impossible. The simplest way to think of a ballad is as a song or poem that tells a story and has a bouncy rhythm and rhyme scheme. 
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Below, we introduce and discuss eight of the finest examples of the ballad in poetry. 1. Anonymous, ‘ The Unquiet Grave ’. ‘I’ll do as much for my true-love. As any young man may; I’ll sit and mourn all at her grave. For a twelvemonth and a day.’. 



	People also ask
 

Why is a ballad important in literature? 



	As a literary device and form of narrative verse, balladry represents a melodious form of storytelling. Therefore, the ballad has greatly impacted poetry and poets across time. Here are some examples of ballads in literature and the lasting value of these works.
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What makes a ballad a story? 



	Narrative is one of the most important features of a ballad. Scholars believe that the narrative poem and song originated from Germanic traditions of storytelling such as that seen in ‘ Beowulf’. The earliest example of a ballad form in England is ‘ Judas’ which is included in a 13th-century manuscript.
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What is a ballad poem? 



	Here’s a quick and simple definition: A ballad is a type of poem that tells a story and was traditionally set to music. English language ballads are typically composed of four-line stanzas that follow an ABCB rhyme scheme. The ballad is one of the oldest poetic forms in English.
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What is an example of a ballad form? 



	The earliest example of a ballad form in England is ‘ Judas’ which is included in a 13th-century manuscript. It tells the story of Christ giving Judas 30 pieces of silver to buy food for the apostles. But, when Judas is on his way to the market, he is intercepted by his sister who steals his money.
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Examples of Ballads in Literature. As a literary device and form of narrative verse, balladry represents a melodious form of storytelling. Therefore, the ballad has greatly impacted poetry and poets across time. Here are some examples of ballads in literature and the lasting value of these works. 
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	“La Belle Dame sans Merci” by John Keats. One of the oldest known English ballad poems, “La Belle Dame sans Merci,” means “The Beautiful Lady Without Mercy. 
	“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” by Samuel Taylor Coleridge. The longest poem by Coleridge, “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner,” starts with an elderly sailor stopping a man on the way to a wedding. 
	“Annabel Lee” by Edgar Allan Poe. Edgar Allan Poe weaves the tale of the lovely Annabel Lee. This love song is tragic because Annabel Lee dies, leaving behind her lover to mourn her life. 
	“A Red, Red Rose” by Robert Burns. This lyrical ballad compares love to a rose, and Bob Dylan once called it his “single biggest inspiration.” Because it has lines of iambic tetrameter and iambic trimeter woven throughout, it fits the literary ballad tradition, even though it is not a narrative poem. 
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The earliest example of a ballad form in England is ‘Judas’ which is included in a 13th-century manuscript. It tells the story of Christ giving Judas 30 pieces of silver to buy food for the apostles. But, when Judas is on his way to the market, he is intercepted by his sister who steals his money. 
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Ballad (BAH-lihd) poetry is a type of narrative poetry that is written to be sung. It’s a story that can be set to music, so some sort of rhythm or musicality is required. These are the only two absolute qualifications. Common Qualities of a Ballad. Point of View. 
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May 9, 2019 ·  Examples of Ballads. In chronological order, some classic ballads are as follows; Anonymous, “Tam Lin” (traditional folk ballad, written down by James Child in 1729) Anonymous, “Lord Randall” (traditional ballad published by Sir Walter Scott in 1803) Robert Burns, “John Barleycorn: A Ballad” (1782) 
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