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The telephone is one of the most important inventions. It lets people talk to each other at the same time across long distances, changing the way we communicate today. Alexander Graham Bell, the inventor of the telephone. Like many inventions, the telephone was likely thought of many years before it was invented, and by many people. 
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The rise of the telephone changed the way we live, work and play, and contributed to the invention of television, computers, pagers, fax machines, e-mail, the Internet, online stock trading and more. Explore our timeline below highlighting just a few of these extraordinary leaps of innovation and invention. 



	People also ask
 

What is the timeline of historic inventions? 



	The timeline of historic inventions is a chronological list of particularly important or significant technological inventions and their inventors, where known. [nb 1] The dates listed in this section refer to the earliest evidence of an invention found and dated by archaeologists (or in a few cases, suggested by indirect evidence).
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 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_historic_inventions
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What is a telephone used for? 



	Telephone, an instrument designed for the simultaneous transmission and reception of the human voice. It has become the most widely used telecommunications device in the world, and billions of telephones are in use. This article describes the modern telephone’s components and traces its historical development.
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What technologies are related to the telephone? 



	For technologies related to the telephone, see the articles mobile telephone, videophone, fax and modem. Alexander Graham Bell demonstrating the ability of the telephone to transmit sound by electricity from Salem to Boston, Massachusetts, 1887.
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What are the components of a telephone instrument? 



	As it has since its early years, the telephone instrument is made up of the following functional components: a power source, a switch hook, a dialer, a ringer, a transmitter, a receiver, and an anti-sidetone circuit. These components are described in turn below. An actor portraying Alexander Graham Bell in a short film, 1930.
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1876: Alexander Graham Bell invents the telephone. 1881: Bell Telephone Company purchases Western Electric Company. 1885: The Bell Telephone Company formed a new subsidiary called American. Telephone & Telegraph (AT&T) 1885 (March 3): AT&T becomes incorporated. 1889 Almon B. Strowger invents switch having line contacts in circular rows inside a. 
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	Bell's Biography
	from Telegraph to Telephone
	Talk with Electricity
	"Mr. Watson, Come Here"
	The Telephone Network Is Born
	Exchanges and Rotary Dialing
	Pay Phones
	Touch-Tone Phones
	Cordless Phones
	Cell Phones


Alexander Graham Bell was born on March 3, 1847, in Edinburgh, Scotland. He was immersed in the study of sound from the beginning. His father, uncle, and grandfather were authorities on elocution and speech therapy for the deaf. It was understood that Bell would follow in the family footsteps after finishing college. But after Bell's two other brot... 
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The telegraphand telephone are both wire-based electrical systems. Alexander Graham Bell's success with the telephone came as a direct result of his attempts to improve the telegraph. When he began experimenting with electrical signals, the telegraph had been an established means of communication for some 30 years. Although a highly successful syst... 
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By October 1874, Bell's research had progressed to the extent that he could inform his future father-in-law, Boston attorney Gardiner Greene Hubbard, about the possibility of a multiple telegraph. Hubbard, who resented the absolute control then exerted by the Western Union Telegraph Company, instantly saw the potential for breaking such a monopoly ... 
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On June 2, 1875, while experimenting with the harmonic telegraph, the men discovered that sound could be transmitted over a wire completely by accident. Watson was trying to loosen a reed that had been wound around a transmitter when he plucked it by accident. The vibration produced by that gesture traveled along the wire into a second device in th... 
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Bell patented his device on March 7, 1876, and it quickly began to spread. By 1877, construction of the first regular telephone line from Boston to Somerville, Massachusetts, had been completed. By the end of 1880, there were over 49,000 telephones in the United States. The following year, telephone service between Boston and Providence, Rhode Is... 
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The first regular telephone exchange was established in New Haven, Connecticut, in 1878. Early telephones were leased in pairs to subscribers. The subscriber was required to put up his own line to connect with another. In 1889, Kansas City undertaker Almon B. Strowger invented a switch that could connect one line to any of 100 lines by using relays... 
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In 1889, the coin-operated telephone was patented by William Gray of Hartford, Connecticut. Gray's payphone was first installed and used in the Hartford Bank. Unlike pay phones today, users of Gray's phone paid after they had finished their call. Payphones proliferated along with the Bell System. By the time the first phone booths were installed in... 
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Researchers at Western Electric, AT&T's manufacturing subsidiary, had experimented with using tones rather than pulses to trigger telephone connections since the early 1940s, but it wasn't until 1963 that dual-tone multifrequency signaling, which uses the same frequency as speech, was commercially viable. AT&T introduced it as Touch-Tone dialing an... 
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In the 1970s, the very first cordless phones were introduced. In 1986, the Federal Communications Commission granted the frequency range of 47 to 49 MHz for cordless phones. Granting a greater frequency range allowed cordless phones to have less interference and need less power to run. In 1990, the FCC granted the frequency range of 900 MHz for cor... 
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The earliest mobile phones were radio-controlled units designed for vehicles. They were expensive and cumbersome, and had extremely limited range. First launched by AT&T in 1946, the network would slowly expand and become more sophisticated, but it never was widely adopted. By 1980, it had been replaced by the first cellular networks. Research on w... 
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THE HISTORY O THE TELEPHONE . TEACHER VERSION. Activity Description. Students will learn about Alexander Graham Bell and his invention of the telephone, understanding its impact on the U.S. population and the ways that phones have changed . over time. Suggested Grade Level: 2. Approximate Time Required: 30 minutes. Learning Objectives: 
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The concept of the telephone dates back to the string telephone or lover's telephone that has been known for centuries, comprising two diaphragms connected by a taut string or wire. Sound waves are carried as mechanical vibrations along the string or wire from one diaphragm to the other. 
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Internet Archive. Language. English. 44 pages : 23 cm. A close-up look at the life of Alexander Graham Bell, inventor and teacher of the deaf. 007-009. Accelerated Reader/Renaissance Learning LG 5.4. The telephone is born -- A natural inventor -- Life in the new world -- The race for the telephone -- Building a business -- Exploring more ideas ... 
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