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Sep 29, 2022 ·  Show details. Neonatal Sepsis. Meenakshi Singh; Mahdi Alsaleem; Cory P. Gray. Author Information and Affiliations. Last Update: September 29, 2022. Go to: Continuing Education Activity. Neonatal sepsis refers to an infection involving bloodstream in newborn infants less than 28 days old. 
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How is neonatal sepsis diagnosed? 



	Diagnosis is clinical and based on culture results. Treatment is initially with ampicillin plus either gentamicin or cefotaxime, narrowed to organism-specific drugs as soon as possible. ( See also Sepsis and Septic Shock in adults and Overview of Neonatal Infections .) Neonatal sepsis occurs in 0.5 to 8.0/1000 births. The highest rates occur in
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Why do asymptomatic neonates undergo a sepsis workup? 



	Due to the nonspecific neonatal presentation for sepsis and the high risk of mortality and morbidity without treatment, many asymptomatic neonates undergo a sepsis workup if risk factors are present and/or clinically indicated. Although approximately 7% to 13% of all neonates are worked up for sepsis, only 3% to 8% have positive cultures .
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Why is early diagnosis of neonatal sepsis important? 



	Early diagnosis of neonatal sepsis is important and requires awareness of risk factors (particularly in LBW neonates) and a high index of suspicion when any neonate deviates from the norm in the first few weeks of life.
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Reviewed/Revised Jul 2022. View PATIENT EDUCATION. Etiology. Pathophysiology. Symptoms and Signs. Diagnosis. Prognosis. Treatment. Prevention. Key Points. Neonatal sepsis is invasive infection, usually bacterial, occurring during the neonatal period. 
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Jan 1, 2023 ·  Abstract. Early-onset sepsis can cause significant morbidity and mortality in newborn infants. Risk factors for sepsis include birth to mothers with inadequately treated maternal group B Streptococcus colonization, intra-amniotic infection, maternal temperature greater than 100.4°F (>38°C), rupture of membranes greater than 18 hours, and ... 
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Neonatal Care: A Compendium of AAP Clinical Practice Guidelines and Policies, 2nd Edition, provides the most recent and trustworthy content and recommendations from the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) Committee on Fetus and Newborn and other relevant AAP committees, sections, and councils. 
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Jul 1, 2013 ·  In fact, some different recommendations between CDC guidelines in "Prevention of perinatal group B streptococcal disease: revised guidelines from CDC 2010"(2), and those more recently edited by The Committee on Fetus and Newborn (COFN) in "Management of neonates with suspected or proven early-onset neonatal sepsis" (3), are matter of debate ... 
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