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Sir Toby. Olivia's vulgar uncle, a drunkard, lives at and leeches off of her house. Sir Toby's crass double entendres and sex jokes offer an earthy contrast to Orsino 's flowery love-poetry, and his antics help to overthrow Malvolio's efforts to impose order. Sir Toby eventually marries Olivia's lady-in-waiting, Maria . 
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Twelfth Night Fact Sheet Genre: Romantic comedy— Shakespeare's last in this genre Date of composition: circa 1600, just after the move to the Globe, about the same time as Hamlet Sources: Several Renaissance Italian comedies known as Gl'Ingannati or Gl'Inganni [to deceive or trick] are comparable to Shakespeare's main plot confusions, and the 
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In connection with the themes of deception, disguise, and performance, Twelfth Night raises questions about the nature of gender and sexual identity. That Viola has disguised herself as a man, and that her disguise fools Olivia into falling in love with her, is genuinely funny. On a more serious note, however, Viola's transformation into ... 



	www.litcharts.com › lit › twelfth-nightTwelfth Night Act 1, scene 2 Summary & Analysis | LitCharts
 www.litcharts.com › lit › twelfth-night 


	Cached

The Captain, who was born in Illyria, explains to Viola that Illyria is governed by a Duke Orsino, a bachelor who is in love with a noblewoman named Olivia. Olivia, herself the orphaned daughter of a count, who out of "dear love" (1.2.39) for her brother, died a year ago, has promised to never marry. Viola's open and easy conversation with the ... 
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Twelfth Night is one of the most commonly performed Shakesperean comedies, and was also successful during Shakespeare's lifetime. The first surviving account of the play's performance comes from a diary entry written early in 1602, talking about the play and its basic plot. The play is believed to have been written in 1601, not long after ... 
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Sir Andrew, however, unintentionally presents an ironic note of truth when he accuses Cesario of lying —even though that is not what he is challenging him for. Sir Andrew does not know it, of ... 
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Sebastian. Sebastian plays a critical role in first complicating, and then resolving the central conflict, even though we know little about his feelings or motivations. After surviving the shipwreck with the help of Antonio, Sebastian has no clear purpose or plan, but decides he is “bound to the Count Orsino’s court” (2.1.). 
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