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Mar 14, 2022 ·  Verdict. The Rock Island 1911 is a great starter-priced 1911 around $500 that maintains the look of a standard GI model with decent parkerizing and surprisingly good trigger. But beware of some initial break-in, potential for hammer bite, and terrible GI sights. 
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Top Pick: Our#1 choice for buying .45 ACP online goes to AmmunitionToGo.com. When it comes to their site, nobody beats them for the wide array of calibers and options they have in-stock for sale with pretty fast shipping. The shop got their start in Brenham, Texas back in the 1990’s and they have been serving shooters for decades since then. 
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May 23, 2023 ·  Quality of Components. The quality of the components in a 1911 build kit is critical to the reliability and accuracy of your firearm. Look for kits that use high-quality materials such as stainless steel or carbon steel. Check to see if the kit includes heat-treated parts for durability and hardness. 
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Aug 27, 2011 ·  Accuracy. While I wouldn’t consider the GSG-1911 to be a dedicated “target” pistol, it’s certainly accurate enough to fill the role of a training pistol for centerfire 1911s. I did a quick bench rest test at 15 yards using CCI mini-mags and got decent results, with most five shot groups coming in around 1.5 inches. 
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Jan 14, 2023 ·  The Rock Island Armory G.I. delivers an old school experience that tends to be fun, even if it’s challenging. Recoil is less of snap and more of a push, and nothing bites or hurts even after a long day of trigger time. Shooting this old school 1911 design is a lot like shooting an old single-action revolver. Outdated but enjoyable. 
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Overall Length: 8.5 inches. Weight: 39 ounces, unloaded. Magazine Capacity: 7+1. John Browning received the patent (U.S. 984,519) for the Model of 1911 single-action semi-auto pistol on Valentine’s Day 1911 and by that April the model had been adopted by the U.S. Army. 
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Our Top Picks for .380 ACP Self-Defense Ammo: PMC Ammunition: Bronze Ammo 90 Grain Full Metal Jacket. PMC (Precision Made Cartridges) bronze cartridges are popular due to their affordability and consistency. This self-defense round provides an excellent feeding system to prevent jamming and failures. 
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